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Qualifications 



Qualifications 

• No qualifications 41.6% 

• Level 1  17.2% 

• Level 2  16.4% 

• Level 3    9.0% 

• Level 4  10.9% 

• Level 5    4.9%  

2001 Question                 2001 Output 



Initial User Consultation 
 

• While the qualifications question should remain in 
its present format, it should be modified in line with 
the future structure of educational qualifications. 

 
• Users wanted the available categories extended to 

cater for greater diversity as a result of continuing 
migration.  



Initial Thoughts 
• Consideration is being given to 

modifying the 2001 question to 
include options for:  

 

- Professional Qualifications   
(e.g. teaching, nursing, accountancy) 

- Other vocational/ work related 
qualifications. 

 
• The purpose of this is to give a more 

accurate estimate of the people with 
no qualifications. 

 
• A foreign qualifications tick box is 

also being considered 



Labour Market 



Labour Market 
• 16 out of the 33 individual questions fell into this 

category. 
 

• Following the filter question, 11 questions were 
aimed at those who were working and 5 at those 
not working.  

 

• The questions in their current form permit: 
 

– labour market information to be generated according to 
the ILO definition 

– the derivation of National Statistics – Socio-economic 
Classification (NS-SeC) by the full method.  



Initial User Consultation 
 

• It was felt that the 16-74 age grouping was too 
restrictive, particularly in view of increasing longevity. 

 

- aligns with anticipated UNECE recommendations 
 

• If certain questions were made more comprehensive, 
there may be scope to eliminate some of the other 
Labour Market questions.  

 

- However, work undertaken by ONS suggests that there is 
limited scope to reduce labour market questions 



Economic Activity 
2001 Questions 



Economic Activity 
2001 Questions 



Initial Thoughts 
• Careful consideration has still to be given to this 

whole suite of questions 
 

• ONS have been piloting a change to the 2001 
question as presented below. 



Industry 

• Agriculture, hunting, forestry and fishing  3.0% 
• Manufacturing    14.2%  
• Electricity, gas and water supply  0.7% 
• Mining & quarrying and construction  9.4% 
• Wholesale & retail trade, repair of 
  motor vehicles    16.7% 
• Hotels and catering    4.5% 
• Transport, storage and communications  5.4% 
• Financial intermediation   3.0% 
• Real estate, renting and business activities 7.8% 
• Public Administration and defence  9.3% 
• Education    8.8% 
• Health and social work   12.7% 
• Other     4.4%  

1971-2001 



Initial Thoughts 
•   E&W are considering dropping the Industry question 
 

•   Industry currently has a 10% influence on Occupation  
    coding 
 

•   However, Standard Occupational Classifications  
   (SOC) are revised every 10 years (due in 2010) 
 



Initial Thoughts 
•    If Industry is dropped then the method of deriving  

     SOC would need to reflect this 
 

•    May result in a coarser classification of SOC  

-    Would not be able to distinguish between like job titles in   
      different industries that are really different occupations 
 

•    Welcome user views on the dropping of Industry 



Travel to Place of Work / Study 
NI 2001 Scotland 2006 

•   Do we need to be considering  
    travel to place of study in NI? 



Income 
• There has been a renewed call from users for 

information on income.  
 
• Scotland are piloting a household based question in 

their Census Test in 2006. 
 
• England & Wales plan to test an individual based 

question in their 2007 test.   



Income 
Scotland 2006 Test E&W 2007 Test 



Initial Thoughts 
•   Income question will be tested in the 2007 Census    
    test in Northern Ireland. 
 
•   However, no firm decision has yet been taken on  
    whether the question will be household or   
    individual based. 
 
•   Welcome user views on this 
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