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Key 2011 Census Milestones 



UK Statistics Authority Assessment 

• Census has been assessed for “National Statistics” 
 

• Compliance with the NS Code of Practice 
 

• Phase 1 report March 2010, Phase 2 June 2011 
 

• Designated in June 2012 
 

• Phase 3 report scheduled for 2013 



Independent Information Assurance 
Review report 

• Take data security and confidentiality very seriously 
 

• Commissioned a team led by John Dowdall (former 
Comptroller & Auditor General for NI) to review 
Information Assurance 
 

• Jointly with ONS and NRS 
 

• Final report published June 2012 
 

• “public can be assured that the information they 
have provided has been well protected” 



Field overview 

• 765k paper HH questionnaires issued 
 

• 31k - addresses de-activated 
• 23k - ‘new addresses’ found in field 

 

• 587k - paper HH questionnaires returned  
 

• 106k  - on-line returns 
 

 
 

 



Online completion 

• 15% of NI returns online (16% UK) 
 

• Challenging performance demands 
 

• 20k NI completions on census day (700k UK) 
 

• Majority completed in 10 to 30 minutes 
 

• Paper form catered for 6 people, online 30 people – 
so popular with large households 

 

 



Data capture (contractor) 

• Paper returns and online returns captured and 
merged 
 

• Data capture accuracy checks 
 

• Data cleansing (eg valid codes) 
 

• Automatic coding (eg SIC & SOC) 
 

• Delivered to Census Office by contractor 
 

 

 



Statistical processing 

• ‘Cleaning the data’ – parents younger than their 
children 
 

• Item imputation - except religion 
 

• ‘Activity data’ from Medical Card Register  
 

• Census Coverage Survey 
 

• Census and CCS matching 
• Leads to estimate of ‘whole’ population 
 



Statistical processing 

• QA of population and household estimates 
 

• ‘National Adjustment’ 
 

• Population and household figures (rounded - July 
2012)  
 

• Statistical disclosure control applied 
 

• Population and household figures (unrounded - 
Sept 2012) 
 

 



Quality Assurance 
 

Brian Green 

 



Quality Assurance papers 

 
 

 
Quality Assurance Report (Phase 1):  
 
www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_QA_2011.pdf  

 
Quality Assurance Report (Phase 2): 
 
www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_QA_2_2011.pdf 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_QA_2011.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_QA_2_2011.pdf


Results 
 

Northern Ireland level 
July 2012 



1,810,900 
 

Population of Northern Ireland 
Census Day – 27 March 2011 



Census Year Population Estimates (1911 – 2011) 



Pyramid for 1911 Population Estimates 

NB: The 1911 Northern Ireland population is created from aggregating the constituent Counties (Antrim, Armagh, 
Down, Fermanagh, Londonderry and Tyrone) and the Belfast and Londonderry County Boroughs. Population figures 
by single year of age are available only up to age 20; thereafter, they are grouped for ages 21 to 24 and 5-year age 
bands thereafter up to the grouped population aged 90 and over. In this pyramid, the population in each age band 
are distributed evenly over its constituent single years of age. 



Pyramid for 2011 Population Estimates  



Population Estimates by Census Year
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Results 
 

LGD level 
September 2012 



 

 
Percentage Population Change between the 2001 and 2011 
Censuses by Local Government District – All People 



 

Proportion of 2011 LGD Population Accounted  
for by Children (People Aged 0-15 Years) 



Proportion of 2011 LGD Population Accounted for 
by People Aged 85 Years and Over 



Media coverage 



July release 

• Media briefing in McAuley House 
 

• About a dozen journalists, including RTE TV crew  
 

• TV interviews with BBC, UTV, RTE 
 

• Numerous radio interviews 
 

• Note – same release date as ONS 
 
 

 



September release 

• Press Release / Statistics Bulletin only 
 

• Limited media coverage 
 

• Picked up by several ‘local’ papers 
 

• Many picked it up wrongly 
 

• Note – NISRA only release, no similar ONS 
release 

 
 
 



Media clips 

 
 
 

 



Media clips 

 
 
 

 



Media clips 

 
 
 

 



Dissemination 
 



Dissemination 

• Primary channel – web 
• NINIS 
• NISRA Website 

 
• Supplementary channels 

• Printed reports 
• Bulk Downloads 
• Ad-hoc service 

 
 



‘New’ NINIS demo 
 

Sandra Tate 



NINIS:  www.nisra.gov.uk/ninis   

 
 
 

 
www.nisra.gov.uk/ninis www.nisra.gov.uk/ninis 
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Future releases 





What’s next 

• Released – population and households for Northern Ireland 
and LGDs 
 

• Late 2012 / Early 2013 – Key Statistics for the 
characteristics of the population (down to small area) 
 

• Throughout 2013 – detailed cross-tabulations 
 

• Others: -  Sample of Anonymised Records (SARs) / Grid Square data / NILS / 
  Origin & Destination Statistics / Bulk Delivery / Settlements (Urban / 
  Rural Classification) / Postcodes 
 

• Details provided in the Output Prospectus on the NISRA 
website 
 

 



Release of supporting material 
 

• A range of supporting material including: 
 

• Quality Assurance Report:  
 

• http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_QA_2011.pdf  
 

• Methodology Overview:  
 

• http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_meth_2011.pdf  
 

• Definitions: http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_def_2011.pdf  
 

• Frequently Asked Questions:  
• http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_FAQ_2011.pdf  
 

 
• These supporting materials will be augmented over time. 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_QA_2011.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_meth_2011.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_meth_2011.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_def_2011.pdf
http://www.nisra.gov.uk/Census/pop_FAQ_2011.pdf


Benefit realisation 

• Value of the Census comes with its use 
 

• NISRA encouraging use, especially within 
government  
 

• NILS matching being funded 
 

• Role for CAG members 
 

 
 
 

 



2011 Output Geography 
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