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Impact of Labour Force Survey Revisions


Theme: Labour Market
Geographical Area: Northern Ireland




Background
The October Labour Market Report includes a revision of Labour Force Survey results from January 2020 onwards.

The revision results from a change in the weighting methodology used, and was required as investigations by ONS showed the composition of the achieved sample of the Labour Force Survey had changed since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic. 

The Labour Force Survey is a ‘five-wave’ household survey. This means selected households are interviewed five times over a period of 15 months. Traditionally the first interview of the Labour Force Survey was conducted ‘face-to-face’ in respondents’ houses, and the follow up interviews were conducted face-to-face or by telephone.

The necessary cessation of face-to-face interviews from mid-March 2020 due to COVID-19 changed survey operations and communication with households, and the survey is now fully conducted by telephone. These changes have resulted in an achieved sample comprising an increased proportion of owner occupiers and a decreased proportion of rented accommodation households when compared to previous years. 

To improve the estimates and account for these changes in sample composition an additional weight based on tenure type has been introduced in the calculation of results. More detail on Labour Force Survey weighting is available on the ONS website and within an ONS blog detailing the changes.


Impact 

The overall impact of the revisions on estimates has been to increase the unemployment rate and economic inactivity rate, and decrease the employment rate.

The three graphs below show the previously published seasonally adjusted estimates for Northern Ireland and the new revised estimates. The largest difference between previously published and revised estimates are seen in the May-July data. Compared to previously published estimates for May-July 2020, the revised employment rate is 1.1 percentage points lower, the revised economic inactivity rate is 1.1 percentage points higher, and the unemployment rate is 0.1 percentage points higher. 

Employment Rate – the revised estimates are lower than those previously published 

NI Employment Rates (16-64), Previously Published and Revised Estimates (non-zero axis)
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Economic Inactivity Rate – the revised estimates are higher than those previously published

NI Economic Inactivity Rates (16-64), Previously Published and Revised Estimates (non-zero axis)


Unemployment Rate - the revised estimates are higher than those previously published

NI Unemployment Rates (16+), Previously Published and Revised Estimates (non-zero axis)




Table 1 Comparison of Previously Published and Revised headline Estimates

	
	Employment rate (16-64)

	Economic Inactivity Rate (16-64)
	Unemployment Rate (16+)1

	
	Previously Published
	Revised
	Previously Published
	Revised
	Previously Published

	Revised

	Jan-Mar 2020
	72.4%
	71.9%
	25.8%
	26.2%
	2.4%
	2.4%

	Feb-Apr 2020
	71.6%
	71.2%
	26.7%
	27.1%
	2.3%
	2.3%

	Mar-May 2020
	71.6%
	70.9%
	26.6%
	27.3%
	2.4%
	2.4%

	Apr-Jun 2020
	71.7%
	71.0%
	26.4%
	27.1%
	2.5%
	2.5%

	May-Jul 2020
	71.5%
	70.4%
	26.3%
	27.3%
	2.9%
	3.0%




[image: cid:image001.png@01D07C26.A0A73AE0]LFS data are seasonally adjusted
1 People aged 16 and over. Unemployment rate = total unemployed as a proportion of the economically active.

 
Notes
Data in graphs and quoted differences between revised and previously published data based on unrounded data.
Previously Published	Jan-Mar 2020	Feb-Apr 2020	Mar-May 2020	Apr-Jun 2020	May-Jul 2020	72.398363599443755	71.602899473415391	71.614799331941583	71.743741517294708	71.549798204872673	Revised	Jan-Mar 2020	Feb-Apr 2020	Mar-May 2020	Apr-Jun 2020	May-Jul 2020	71.947275742570397	71.162305173501878	70.908407352310263	71.003382334498838	70.432407163975071	
Rate %




Previously Published	Jan-Mar 2020	Feb-Apr 2020	Mar-May 2020	Apr-Jun 2020	May-Jul 2020	25.798721494075625	26.679494376452855	26.611321143909013	26.368639521900583	26.257291101119286	Revised	Jan-Mar 2020	Feb-Apr 2020	Mar-May 2020	Apr-Jun 2020	May-Jul 2020	26.232065577309914	27.08395510720565	27.282069526378486	27.081826801560897	27.317474289477357	
Rate %




Previously Published	Jan-Mar 2020	Feb-Apr 2020	Mar-May 2020	Apr-Jun 2020	May-Jul 2020	2.3645337576780516	2.2751462733125076	2.3514575246673255	2.4864407448636796	2.8684572901170826	Revised	Jan-Mar 2020	Feb-Apr 2020	Mar-May 2020	Apr-Jun 2020	May-Jul 2020	2.4006325902005461	2.339047748685708	2.4146266164794383	2.5441748249864515	2.9825499260232005	
Rate %
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